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circle, to welcome in the year and the campaigning season
anew. The whole fighting array of Shoa turned out in
frenzy and their traditional gay clothes of war. Thousand
after thousand passed the Emperor's throne, led by the
grizzled Adowa professionals who specialised in martial
caricature. Capering, shooting and cutting up their
ghostly enemies, they told the Emperor that it was high
time that he did likewise.
At the Maskal one is free to give advice to the Emperor.
The Dedjazmatches shouted that " he should not meddle
more in the affairs of the outside world, but look after his
country." Common soldiers followed with the cry for more
rifles that was to distinguish all the parades before the
Emperor for the next two months. " What can I kill with
this bastard of a tabanja ? " shouted an old peasant, and
broke it in two pieces on the ground.
The Imperial Guard marched by, and the young boys of
the Swedish Cadet School. Red Cross cars : radio vans:
machine-guns mounted on lorries ; the modern equipment
of the Emperor was very quickly and quietly passed. Old
Mulugeta, in his feudal magnificence, wearing his Ras*
coronet rode by : he carried a long spear tipped with
silver and wild horsemen surrounded him in a body. In a
final wave, the Ethiopian rains came down and smothered
all the colours. But in the north, in Tigre, the earth was
dry and flaking.
Something had happened to make the Emperor feel the
warrior spirit of his people, their primitive ceremonies at
the season's change, more intensely. On Thursday,
September 26, he had received a telegram from his
Delegation at Geneva. It ended with a statement that
opinion in Geneva was unanimous that war was inevit-
able.
With the full concurrence of his counsellors, including the
foreigners, the Emperor decided to inform his Delegation
that he would order the general mobilisation if their
estimate of opinion in Geneva was correct. Considering
the seriousness of this step, they were requested to repeat
their statement. The Delegation replied that war was
thought to be not only certain but imminent. He received
their reply on Sunday, September 29.
On September 29, the same day, he informed the

